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This is something that we do once or twice a year. I do 
not tell the membership in advance, so it is a surprise! 

In November, our YN Club elected its officers for 
2009. We also gave an ANA grading guide to every 
YN that attended the November meeting. The 2009 
officers are: Erin F., President, Michael H., Vice Presi-
dent, Nathan H., Secretary, and Matthan W., Historian. 

Northern California 
by Michael S. ‘Stan’ Turrini

Activity is always high in the Golden State! 

First, your National Coordinator was elected presi-
dent of the California State Numismatic Association 
(CSNA) for the 2009-2010 term, and already imple-
mented something that could be copied by other state 
and regional organizations: a comprehensive polling 
and survey of the CSNA membership, the first-ever 
venture of this type for CSNA. As this issue of the 
MintMark is being prepared and printed, this poll and 
survey, titled ‘CSNA Tomorrow,’ is being finalized 
with the goal to have statistics ready by August 2009. 

Second, looking ahead, Californians Lee H. Gong, 
Michael M. Stanley, and Michael S. Turrini, with Jim 
Majoros from the Garden State (New Jersey), will be in 
Edmonton immediately after the ANA’s Los Angeles 
‘World’s Fair of Money’ this August. They will be 
working with the Royal Canadian Numismatic Asso-
ciation (RCNA) and the youth numismatics activities at 
the RCNA convention. 

Third, speaking of youth numismatics, Ryan John-
son, at age 17, was elected president of the San Jose 
Coin Club (SJCC). Now 18 and a senior at San Jose’s 
Prospect High, he may soon be reelected to a second 
term. 

Already enlisted with the United States Marines, 
he has guided the SJCC with a sure hold of the helm. 
What he seems to lack in experience is counterbalanced 
with his empathy and devotion to the job. He began his 
rise to the SJCC’s presidency years ago as a junior 
member, serving in other positions, as historian, junior 
vice-president, and webmaster. While tending to be 
quiet, those who have conversed with him recognize a 
solid and sure presence of leadership. He may not be 
well-known nationally; however, he is dedicated to the 
SJCC, a club with a major regional annual show and a 
membership in excess of two hundred! Not too bad for 
an 18 year old! 

Ryan is also part of a coin family: both his grand-
parents, Ray and Sally Johnson, have been active in the 
SJCC and both served in the same positions and as club 
presidents, making them a real ‘coin family.’ 

New Mexico 
By Bob Laetare, President, Albuquerque Coin Club

The Albuquerque Coin Club held its fall Coin 
Show, with 100 tables of numismatic items and 50 
dealers from several states.  

There was a Native American theme for the show. 
There were displays of Native Americans on money, as 
well as early forms of money that they used. Randy’L 
Teton, who was the model for the Sacagawea Dollar, 
attended the show where she met with the public, 
signed autographs, and gave two presentations about 
Sacagawea as well as her experience as the model. 

Randy’L is great with kids; she worked closely 
with our YN club, where she made a great impression 
on them. She has two kids of her own now, and wants 
to begin appearing at coin shows again. 

Photo (top): 
Randy’L Teton 
with a few of our 
YN Members. 

Photo (bottom): 
Randy’L Teton and 
the Navajo Code 
Talkers at the ACC 
fall coin show.

While Randy’L was here, the Navajo Code Talkers 
also visited us. It was interesting, because Randy’L 
wanted their autographs, but they were just as inter-
ested in getting hers. 

Having Randy’L here greatly improved our show 
attendance. Several dealers felt that her appearance, 
along with our promotion of her appearance, was very 
positive for the success of our show. We also signed up 
ten new club memberships during the show. 

Our club continues to grow; we now have 190 
members, with about 80+ coming to our monthly meet-
ings. During the November meeting, we gave away 
more than 60 numismatic books to members. Amer-
ica’s Money, America’s Story and ANA Grading 
Guides were some of the books we gave to members. 


