The Dead Horse
Investigation

Crouching Horse,

Hidden Locomotive

By Colleen Fitzpatrick

he hat, the horse, the man, the
scene...the mystery. Who is he and
why was he photographed in top hat

and tails sitting on a dead horse in the middle
of 8th Avenue in Sheboygan, Wiconsin?

As forensic photo experts, we are well
known for our interest in teasing out clues
from old photos. So when someone surfed into
our website at www . forensicgenealogy.info and
alerted me that 1 had been linked to the Dead
Horse photo, T had 1o check it out. My search
led me 1o the website of The Sheboygan Daily
Press newspaper, which had recently published
a general interest article on the photograph  °
when it resurfaced from the archives of the
Sheboygan Historical Research Center (SHRC).
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Could this bizarre scene be the result of the
tornado that struck Sheboygan while a horse
show was in town in 1901? Or maybe the
owners of a Sheboygan tannery were staking
their claim to the hide after someone’s horse
died in the street. Numerous theories have
been advanced to explain the picture.

What we know for sure is that the horse is
dead—we had an expert confirm this, and that
the picture was taken at 4:52 p.m. on either
May 2 or August 10. The year is between 1865
and 1880. If you want to cut us some slack
and allow us to assume that the streets were
deserted because it was a Sunday, the only
possibilities are May 2, 1869, and August 10,
1869, 1875, or 1880.






