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  Search reveals flesh and bones of an iconic image 
 BY PHOEBE MITCHELL STAFF WRITER  

   

 
JERREY ROBERTS 
At his Florence home in May, Joe 
Manning holds a photograph of 
millworker Addie Card, 12, taken by 
Lewis Hine in 1910, and displays some 
of the records he uncovered in his 
genealogical research on Card's life. 
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[ Originally published on: Tuesday, June 06, 2006 ]  

Addie Card was 12 years old when photographer Lewis Hine took her 
picture at work in a cotton mill in North Pownal, Vt. She stands in dirty 
bare feet in a rumpled, stained smock, in front of an industrial loom, a 
maze of steel parts and thread spindles. She stares directly at the 
camera, her left arm propped, almost casually, on the monstrous machine 
behind her.  

Taken in 1910, Hine's photograph - one of some 50,000 he took 
documenting labor violations for the National Child Labor Committee - 
became one of his most famous, and now serves as a bleak reminder of 
an era when children labored in the nation's factories and mills. The 
photograph has been reprinted numerous times, was featured on a 1998 
United States 32-cent postal stamp and, in recent years, in a Reebok 
advertisement condemning child labor. 

It also inspired children's author Elizabeth Winthrop to write a novel that 
imagines Addie's life as a millworker. When the book was finished - 
'Counting on Grace' (Random House, $15.95) was released in March - 
Winthrop began a quest to find out what had happened to the real Addie. 
Winthrop turned to her friend, Florence writer, photographer, songwriter 
and genealogist Joe Manning, to help her with the search. 

From the start, Manning, 64, said he was very excited by the prospect of 
trying to uncover the fate of Addie Card. 'You look at the picture of the girl 
and I feel what Lewis Hine probably wanted me to feel. Her look is like 
she's saying 'What are you going to do about my problem - right now. 
What are you going to do about this little girl, not in school, working in this 
mill.'' 

When Winthrop asked him if he was interested in the project over dinner 
at a restaurant, he said, 'I just wanted to tear out the door (and) get going.'
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And that's just about what he did. Manning spent the next month in 
Vermont and upstate New York, where he suspected Addie or her family 
may have lived, trying to find out what became of her. He paged through 
birth, death and census records, city directories and newspaper archives, 
conducted Internet searches and called funeral homes. His search yielded 
promising leads that ended in dead ends and many serendipitous 
moments as well. 

One day, after hours of searching through records in the Bennington, Vt., 
town hall, netted the birth certificate and married name of Addie's 
daughter, Ruth, Manning stopped off on his way south at the former 
location of the North Pownal mill that had employed Addie. A bench now 
sits near where the long-since demolished building stood. 

'I get out of my car and go over and sit on the bench. I'm a romantic guy, 
right? A writer,' said Manning. 'I look out at the water and yell out, 'Addie, 
tell me where you are.' 

He got an answer, of sorts, a day later, when a Google search turned up 
the name and email address of someone he thought might be her 
granddaughter. Emailing her about his search, along with a photo of 
Addie, the woman responded almost immediately, confirming his hunch. 

'It took some intuition and looking in the right places,' he said. Along the 
way, he and Winthrop found out that Addie worked in the mill from age 8 
until she was 22, marrying a co-worker, at age 17, in 1915. When that 
marriage ended in divorce 10 years later, custody of their daughter, Ruth, 
went to her father. Manning's research led him to Ruth's granddaughter 
who told him that Ruth never forgave her mother for their separation and 
they remained estranged until Addie's death in 1993. 

Addie remarried shortly after her divorce and moved with her new 
husband, Ernest Lavigne, to New Jersey, where the couple adopted a 
daughter. 

'Addie spent the rest of her life trying to reclaim her maternal instinct 
through her second child,' said Manning. Even as Addie struggled with 
poverty, difficult living situations and an alcoholic husband, she became 
the bedrock for her adopted daughter's children and grandchildren, he 
said. 

'When she died there was a whole group of people who felt they owed 
everything to her,' he said. 'She was like a super mother.' 

Manning found proof of their affection for her a month after he started his 
search, when he and his wife, Carole, visited the cemetery in Cohoes, 
N.Y., where Addie Lavigne is buried. Her gravestone reads 'Gramma 
Pat,' as she was known in the family. 

Eerie connections 

Elizabeth Winthrop said Addie's photograph, which she first saw in a 
show of Hine's images at the Bennington Museum in Vermont, also 
grabbed her attention and wouldn't let go. 

'I walked by her a couple of times and then I couldn't keep walking past 
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her. I ended up staring at her,' said Winthrop in a phone interview from 
her home in Williamstown, which is a short distance from North Pownal. 
'The way she leans on the spinning frame. She is as casual with that 
enormous machine as if it were her best friend.' 

While the photograph served as a jumping-off point, Winthrop's novel 
'Counting on Grace' is a totally fictional recounting of Hine's visit to a mill 
and its effect on the young girl, Grace, who works there. 

'I was absolutely determined I would finish 'Grace' before finding out 
anything about Addie, said Winthrop. 

When the book was done - it's available at Broadside Books in 
Northampton - she set about trying to learn what had become of Addie. 

'She was an iconic figure in terms of a symbol to stop child labor, but 
nobody knew who she was,' said Winthrop, 'she wasn't just a symbol, she 
was a human being. I just wanted to know.' 

Winthrop's search had 'Eureka!' moments similar to Manning's. She 
described a visit to the Pownal, Vt., town office, where a search found all 
sorts of facts about Addie's family, but nothing about Addie herself. 
Winthrop was headed out the door when the town clerk, who was helping 
her look through the records, came running out of the bank vault with 
Addie's marriage certificate. 

'The book fell off the shelf open to that page,' said Winthrop. 'We both felt 
that Addie pushed the book off, because I was about to give up.' 

Winthrop said there were a few surprising similarities between her fictional 
book and the facts of Addie's life. 

For example, Addie's adoptive great-granddaughter told Winthrop that 
Addie suffered a nervous collapse the year after Hine's photograph was 
taken - and her family tied her into her bed as a way of keeping her safe 
while they were at work. 

In Winthrop's book, Grace's family tied her grandfather in bed to keep him 
safe when he became old and mentally unstable. 

'That was a really eerie connection,' she said. 

The thrilling part of making contact with Addie's family, said Winthrop, 
was being able to show them the picture and say 'that's your 
grandmother. She is a symbol for child labor reform. That part was 
thrilling, to be able to complete that circle.' 

For more information, visit Elizabeth Winthrop's Web site at 
www.elizabethwinthrop.com or Joe Manning's at 
www.sevensteeples.com.  

See "The Kite Runner"
A Touching Tale of 2 Afghan Boys. Playing In 
Theaters December 14th.  
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