
 

 

 
“DOUGH BOYS” 
Quiz #263 
July 4, 2010 
 
1. What city was this taken in? 
St. Joseph, Missouri 
 
2. At what intersection are they standing? 
This is the corner of  5th and Messanie Street according to the Sandborn Fire Insurance Map of 1888 

 
3. Why was the owner of the store involved in a lawsuit in 1893? 
The Pacific Reporter, Volume 31. McNeely v. Duff (Supreme Court of Kansas, Jan 7, 1893 
 
A review of the case syllabus shows that the lawsuit originated from a petition filed by plaintiffs L. D. Duff & John Ellson against defendant 
J. D. McNeely. It appears that Mr. McNeely made two separate agreements with these two men and they allege that he did not  follow 



 

 

through with complete payment as agreed. The first was dated April 25th, 1887 in the sum of $682.00 for the boarding expenses of one 
William Plank. This agreement stipulated that the expenses amount to at least $1,400.00 and the C. K. & N. Railway Company reimbursed 
Mr. McNeely. The second agreement was made on May 12th, 1887 in an unspecified amount. The agreement in the form of a letter asked the 
plaintiffs to provide what meat one Mr.  F. Huff needed for his boarding house in Horton, KS and Mr. McNeely would pay the bill. Mr. Huff 
was boarding railway workers and working with Mr. McNeely, who in turn was being reimbursed by the Chicago, Kansas & Nebraska 
Railway Company. After a large amount of wheeling and dealing between the parties, Duff and Ellson alleged that McNeely still owed a 
balance after all was said and done. The decision was appealed and remanded over for further proceeding. The lawsuit lists McNeely as a 
wholesale grocer and places him in St. Joseph in 1887.  
 
 
(Bonus: If you can figure out what organization these people belong to, you will  receive a gold star by your name. We know, but it's 
hard to figure out.) 
 
Journeymen Bakers' and Confectioners' International Union , The Journeymen (1886-1903) 
Journeymen Bakers' and Confectioners' International Union of America (1904-1978) 
 
 

 
From the Cigar Makers’ Official Journal, Vol. 35, Issue 9, August 15, 1911 
 
Photo dates between 1886 and 1917. I believe the year to be 1888 due to the number on the pennant being ruled out as the local no. I did not 
have time to search form more conclusive evidence. 
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J. D. McNEELY WHOLESALES: 
 
No address visible on the building, however, there is a plaque of some sort hidden behind the hat of 5th baker on the second row. 
The building is rather large and made from cut stone leading one to believe that this is a well established business in an 
established location.   A St. Joseph stock yards was formed in 1887 and lists J. D. McNeely in the first directory. This 
information ties him to St. Joseph and the meat trade. He believed in doing his civic duty and was gracious enough to serve on 
the city council during the term of 1878-1879. It was more than likely that he was one of the 13 board of directors for the St. 



 

 

Joseph Bridge Building Company which was formed in 1871 for the purpose of building the Missouri River Bridge. While there 
was another “J. D.” McNeely (John D. McNeely) located in St. Joseph around this time period. I ruled him out as the wholesaler 
due to the lawsuit information and James D.’s relationship to the stockyards. 
 
The 1868-1869 History and Directory of Doniphan County, Kansas lists him as a “dealer in staple & fancy groceries, wines, 
liquors, teas & bourbon whisky. It places him at the corner of 5th and Messanie Street during that time. Nothing of the building 
remains today.  
 

 
 
*** (Directory Information)*** 
The PrePro Shot Glass Database lists J. D. McNeely a wine dealer in the city of St. Louis, Mo. Between the years of 1869 and 
1918. The researcher appears to have extensively checked the city directories for the information used. 
 
The Pre-Pro Website lists the following information: 
 
J D MCNEELY 
St. Joseph, MO. 
1869-1918 
 
Business name timeline: 
James D McNeely (1869-1900), James D McNeely & Co. (1901-1909), James D McNeely & Son (1910-1913), James D 
McNeely & Co. (1914-1918) 
 
Address timeline: 
NE cor 5 th & Messanie (1869-1885), 521-523 S 5 th (1886-1918) 
 
Appearance in directories: 
1869, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1877, 1878, 1883, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1902, 1905, 1907, 1908, 1909, 
1910, 1911, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918 
Directories consulted: 
1861, 1868, 1869, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881, 1883, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1889, 
1890, 1891, 1892, 1894, 1895, 1896, 1897, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1902, 1904, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912, 



 

 

1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918 
 
Business category timeline: W 
 
St. Joseph directory notes: 
W = Wines & liquors, Wholesale & retail, D = distillers, V-R = Wines & Liquor, Wholesale. 
 
No Distillers 1874 thro to 1902. All street numbers have changed in 1874, suggesting a city-wide renumbering. The following 
year, all addresses appear as ES, NS, WS of nd or 3rd or 4 th etc, suggesting that this caused mass confusion. No listings in any 
category for 1882, 1888, 1893, 1898, 1903. 
 

 
PENNANTS: 
 
1st -  The words Union ? & Bread are visible. . It displays a symbol similar to royal heraldry which is the label for the 
Journeymen Bakers' and Confectioners' International Union of America. Two animals are lions with a crown containing the 
letter B and two baker’s paddles in the middle.  
 
2nd -  The words ? and Union are visible along with the letters MO are also visible and are probably the abbreviation for the state 
of Missouri. The numbers 83 or 88 are visible.  This could be the date of the gathering. However,  it could also be the date of 
original establishment of the group or the date of the first annual gathering and this is a later gathering in commemoration. It 
could also be part of their local union number. It displays a symbol similar to royal heraldry which is the label for the 
Journeymen Bakers' and Confectioners' International Union of America. Two animals are lions with a crown containing the 
letter B and two baker’s paddles in the middle.  
 
I have serious reason to doubt that the number 83 or 88 is the union local number. A report from the 16th annual Bakers’ Union 
convention in 1918 give the St. Joseph, Mo. Union number as 208. While I am very uneducated about union rules and 
procedures as to whether it’s possible for multiple union locals in each city, The record indicated that Albany, NY union local 
no. 88 had just merged with Albany local no. 10.. Thus, it could not have been chartered for St. Joseph, Mo. During 1918. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
report from the 16th annual Bakers’ Union convention in 1918 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

BAKERS: 
 
Bakers are assembled in their best “chef’s” clothing. Some display what appears to be a type of ribbon pinned to their chests as  
if this was part of an award ceremony. I believe that there is a lone woman in the midst of all of the men. She is standing directly 
in the middle of the group and between the two well defined rows of men.  Her odd positioning and her hairstyle lead me to this 
conclusion.  The Missouri Red Book of 1914-1915, published by the Missouri Department of Labor,  lists 1 lone female amongst 
the 1,006 male Journeymen Bakers' and Confectioners' International Union of members. It also says that the sole female baker 
was from Kansas City, Mo. It’s quite possible that this woman may be definitely identified but it would require additional 
research. 
 

 
 
In 1873 there were no less than a whopping 30 confectioneries, three wholesale confectioners and 10 bakeries. I believe this is 
the Journeymen Bakers and Confectioners' International Union. The same or very similar photo was found on the worthopedia 
price guide site. It states that the photo was sold on Ebay on January 3, 2007. I believe the information here regarding the merger 
dates is not correct. A brief history can be found at  The Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITY & SCENERY: 
 



 

 

Brick streets with a curb leading to the theory of a well established, well populated area. The book  First year. St. Joseph, its 
trade and manufactures  of 1873 states that funds were appropriated in 1865/1866 for the “macadamizing” of the streets and at 
the time of publication, there were 28 miles of paved streets. A grand opera house had been built with retail space on the ground 
floor and offices spaces above. The entrance to these establishments was on 5th St. which would suggest that it was more than 
likely paved. The grand entrance was on Francis St. can be viewed free on Google Books. 
 
 
Background building on left side has no markings and is not quite distinguishable. It appears to have an odd architectural style 
such as a train depot might have. Since this is near a large wholesaler, it is a plausible thought but needs to be investigated. 
 
St. Joseph was platted in 1843and land began to sell in 1844. The first “store” was opened in a log house in spring of 1843. By 
1849 it was a bustling  hub for those traveling between east and west. During the Civil War is was a dangerous place to be with 
gangs of rebels marauding the streets and the government using it as a supply depot. In addition to being a great railway hub, it 
is also famous for being the location where the Pony Express was founded  in 1860. 
 
A fine day with no shadows being cast. The sun does appear to be shining directly on the bakers standing at the end of each row 
on the right side of the photo. Since the J. D. McNeely’s building was facing towards the south and west. I’m going to go out on 
a limb here and say that the photo was taken early to mid morning, probably between 7am & 10am. (This is just a guess.) 
 
Two men in the background visible. One is wearing a black fedora style hat. This could also pass as a Homburg. The other is 
wearing a light color fedora style and what looks like suspenders. His skin tone is rather dark and he to be a gentleman of 
African-American descent. The two gentlemen are standing on the sidewalk in from of the windows and the bakers must be 
standing in the street.   
 
1880-1890    1890-1900    1900-1910 

 
Colleen, Thanks for the fun quiz!! It was a nice challenge and I learned a lot with this one!  Talea 


