NIAGARA IN X BARREL

She Is Alive, but Sufferiﬁg Greatly
from Shock.

WOMAN GOES OVER

Plunges from the Horseshoe Cataract—
Thousands View the Attempt—
“pon't Try.It,”” She Ad-
vises Others. '

L3

Special to The New York Times.

NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y, Oct. 24.—-A
widowed woman, Mrs Anna Edson Tay-
lor, safely passed ove. Nlagara Falls in a
barrel this afternoon. The trip from end
to end was witnessed by several thousand
people. 'The fact that Mrs. Taylor failed
to go on Wednesday did not lessen the con-
fidence of the public in her. Still every-
body was asgreed that it was a foolhardy
trip. - _

It was beyond any conception but her
own that she would live to tell the story.
But she is alive to-night, and the doctors
say as soon as she gets over the shock she
will be all right.

This initial voyvage over Niagara’s cata-
ract began at Port Day, nearly a mile
from the brink of the Falls. ¥rom Port
Day Mrs. Taylor and her barrel were taken
out to Grass Island, where she entered the
barrel, and at 3:50 she was in tow of a boat
speeding well out Into the Canadlan cur-
rent. At 4:05  the barrel was set adrift,
and Mrs. Taylor was at the mercy of cur-
rents in waters that mnever before have
been known to spare a human life once in
its grasp. - '

From the spot where the rowbhoat left
the barrel the current runs frightfully .
swift and soon breaks over the reefs that
cause the water to toss in fury. The bare-
rel was weighted with a 200-.-pound anvil,
and it floated nicely in the water, Mrs.'
Taylor apparently retaining an upright po-
sition for the greater part of the trip down '
the river and thropgh the rapids.

Fortunately the barrel Kept well within
the deep water, and except for passing out
of sight several times, in the white.crested
waves, it was in view for the greater part
" of the mile. In passing over the Horse

Shoe Fall the " barrel kept toward the
Canadian side at a point 300 feet from the
centre. .

It dropped over the fall at 4:23 o’cldck,
the bottom well down. In legs than a min.
ute it gppeared at the base of the fall, and

- was swept down_stream, The current cast
it aside fn an eddy, and, floating back up
stream, 1t was held between two eddies

- until captured at 4:40 o'clock. -

| As it was landed on a rock out in the

 river it was difficult to handle, but sev-
eral men soon had_the hatch .off. Mrs,
 Taylor was alive and conscious, but before

' she could be taken out of the barrel it was

| necessary to saw a portion of the top away. |

- Her condition was a siurprise to all. She

 walked along the shore to a boat, and was

. taken down the river to the Mald of the

 Mist Dock, where she entered a carriage

"and -was brought to this city. .

' _She Is suffering greatly from.the- shock. |
She has a three-ihch'cut in her scalp hac

' of the right_ear, but how_or when g_?e_got
it"she does not know. Slie” complains of
pain between the shoulders, but this is
thought to be from the fact that her shoul-

. ders were thrown back during the plunge,

-as _she had her arms in straps,.and these

"undoubtedly saved her neck. from bredking:

i . In passing ové&r the falls she admits hav-

'ing lost consciousness. While thanking

- Geod for sparing her life, she warns @avexg»-

- body against trying to make the trip. ‘So

' severe was the shock that she wanders.in

| her talk, but there is liftle doubt but that

5 shet will be in good condition within a day
or twao. S L

Three doctors are at her bedside to-night.

| Mrs. Taylor is forty-three years' old. he

'was born in Auburn, N. Y., and has crossed
the American Cantinent etht times. Dur-
ing her stay here she has impressed every-

| body with her wonderful nerve. -

. _The barrel in which Mrs. Taylor made
the journey s 415 feet high and about 3
feet In diametér. A leather harness and

, cushions inslde protected her body. Alr

| 'was sSecured through a ‘rubber tube con-
| nected with a small opening near the top

of the barrel. .

~ Mrs., Taylor is a school teacher and re-
cently - came here {rom Ba Y, ch. ~
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- She was born in Auburn, . Y., and is

. forty-three years old. She has crossed the
American Continent from ocean to ocean

| elglat times. .
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